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Students turn Harrv
Potter game into a
real-lite sport

Commentary: It's OK
to pursue someone
who is in a failing
relationship
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Blocks ruined after
blockpainting party

Written y:
Annarely Rodrig u ez &
Keren Moros
Last week, N S U celebrated its
annual homecoming week. Students
enjoyed traditions such as the
"Anything That Floats Raft Race,"
the men's basketball homecoming
game, the tailgate, homecoming
dance, and a new tradition - the
Deep Blue Fest carnival.
The celebration started on
Thursday with the fifth annual
tailgate party outside the Don Taft
University Center. Attendants enjoyed free food, ice cream, and had
the opportunity to win homecoming

See HOMECOMING 3

PHOTO BY L. AURIGEMMA
Students dance in front of the Dori Daft University Center during the homecoming tailgate on Nov. 11.

The International Muslim Association of NSU's block was one of more than 30 blocks damaged after
the block painting party on Nov. 7 hosted by the Office of Student Activities. The blocks were pressurewashed the day after the event, causing them to be ruined.

Written by:
Annarely Rodri g u ez
When a facilities employee
pressure-washed the path between
the Parker Building and the Don
Taft University Center on Nov. 8, he
not only washed away paint, he also
washed away students' hard work.
Jazmin Zea, graduate assistant
for Clubs and Organization Development in the Office of Student
Activities, said that the Office of
Facilities Management was notified
of a block painting event that took
place the day before, three months
in advance. She said a person was

assigned to pressure-clean the blocks
between Nov. 1 and Nov. 5. But
the person did not finish on time,
and returned the day after students
painted the blocks, damaging more
30 of them.
Tanvi Patel, junior business
administration major and member
of Phi Sigma Sigma said, "I was
worried about our block but then
I saw that it wasn't ruined so I was
happy. It took a lot of time and paint.
We were there for seven hours. I
felt bad for everyone else, because I
know how long and how hard it must

SEE BLOCK PAINTING 2

Mailman Segal Institute parent wants
lockdown procedures revised
Written by:
Keren Moros
A Mailman Segal Institute for Early
Childhood Studies parent seeks to revise the
Broward County school lockdown procedures
following an incident that forced all Broward
County schools into lockdown on Nov. 10.
Brenda Wilcox, who has a four-year-old
daughter at MSI, was among dozens of parents
who waited outside the school's doors after a
woman called a radio station saying that her
husband was going to start shooting at a school
in Pembroke Pines.
Wilcox said that her husband told her
about the lockdown, and when she came to
pick up her daughter at 12:15 p.m. an officer
told her that she could not go into the school
and he would inform her when she could. She
waited more than three hours.
Wilcox said that she wants to do research
on what lockdown rules typically entail. She
said she wants to find out if public schools
have the right to do anything outside of what

the police and the superintendent tell them to.
She said she wants to find out what the steps
would be to amend those rules.
"I would like to be able to prevent chaos
and parents who get angry to the point of
doing something they wish they hadn't done,"
she said. "And kids who were terrified that
didn't have to be because they were held for
two or three hours after their parents normally
pick them up. Older kids are O K , but it's the
little ones, the elementary schools kids, who
don't understand."
Wilcox said that that locking down
the schools was a great first step in keeping
children safe but that there needed to be a
second part to the plan.
"Whatever would happen if they don't
find this man threatening our schools and
ur cnildren in the next 10 hours?" she said.
"They're not going to keep the kids that
long. Eventually they would have to make a
plan to bring the children and their families
together. In the plan, they should find a way

PHOTO BY J. TRAIL
A fire rescue vehicle was parked outside of the Mailman Segal Institute for Early Childhood Studies on Nov. 1O after the school was
locked down due to a threat to Broward County schools.

to start implementing that as soon as possible.
Whoever signed off that rule in Broward
County really made a mistake by not finishing
it off and adding that plan to it."
Marsy Smith, district spokeswoman for
Broward County schools, said that there are

plans for extended loc.kdowns. She said each
school has a safety team and a safety plan,
which covers every possible situation.
''We still have to act on the side of

SEE LOCKDOWN 2
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have taken, but I was relieved it was
not ours."
Zea also lamented the damage
to the blocks.
"Everything was great," she
said. "We had about 76 registered
organizations painting blocks and
there was a great turnout. It was a
really good event, except for that
one person."
Lina Fernandez, vice president
of the chemistry club, said that
although she was shocked and
upset that so many blocks were
ruined, she did not blame Facilities
Management.
"After all, it was not as if the
sidewalk had been sectioned off and
signs declaring wet paint were not
put up," she said.
However, Zea said the lack of
communication within Facilities
Management was at fault.
"There needs to be more communication between the individual
and the department because he didn't
call or anything. He came back to
finish the job but it was too late,"
Zea said.
Maria Lemme, Facilities Management spokesperson, was not
available for comment. However,
Zea said Facilities Management will
reimburse her office $2,000 for the
paint and damage.
The event will be rescheduled

caution and safety for students, so
regardless of how long it lasted
hypothetically, two or three
days - we would keep them in
a safe and secure place until law
enforcement gives us the okay to
lift the lockdown," Smith said. "We
have food at the schools so we would
be able to provide food and water
during the time that they were there."
Smith said that parents
shouldn't go to schools during lockdowns because they cannot enter the
school and the students will not be
dismissed.
"The best source of information
for parents is our information
hotline number, which they can
call to get updates," she said. ''We
also put updates on our Web site.
And obviously, the media are good
sources of information as well."
Wilcox said that she couldn't
imagine schools being locked down
for more than 24 hours.
"That would be unconstitutional
.to take them away from their parents
that way," she said. "I'm sure there
must be something that would hold
against that. Of course, if within
certain square miles, they know
. that that danger is right there,
those schools may have to wait a
little longer."
The University School and

"Everything
was great.
We had about
76 registered
organ izations
painting blocks
and there was
a great turnout.
It was a really
good event,
except for that
one person."
- Jazmin Zea, graduate
assistant for Clubs and
Organization Development

for the middle of January. She also
said the judging of the blocks and
the award ceremony will take place
after the repainting in January. First
place will receive $150, second
place will receive $100, and third
place will receive $50. All winning
organizations will receive a trophy.

November 16, 2010 I nsucurrent.nova.edu

MSI participated in the lockdown
because, although NSU is not
required to, the university usually
follows suite when Broward County
closes its public and charter schools,
said Jim Lambe, assistant director
of communications at the Office of
Public Safety Office.
Christina Gruendel, operations
manager for MSI, said the institute
locks down with the county
because the Baudhuin Preschool,
one of MSI's programs, is a county
program. The children who attend
Baudhuin are county school students
and are brought to the school on
county buses.
Gruendel said that MSI follows the Office of Public Safety'S
directions during lockdowns. The
doors are locked from the outside so
that nobody can enter. Public safety
officers stand at the entrances and
signs on the doors notify people that
they <;:annot enter.
"When the county called off
their lockdowns, then we waited for
the university to do the same thing.
As soon as we got word through
Public Safety that it had been
lifted then everything went back to
normal," Gruendel said .
Gruendel said that the institute
is locked down as long as they are
directed to and since they are in a

self-contained building, there would
be no problem getting food for
the students.
"It would have to go beyond
12 hours before we would have to
consider how we would get more
food in here. And we would go
based on what the university and the
chancellor and public safety would
recommend at that point," she said.
Gruendel said that exceptions
would only be made in medical
emergency cases and those would
be deferred to the Office of
Public Safety or the Davie police
department.
Wilcox said she believes this
shouldn't happen.
"There needs to be a line drawn
somewhere where the parents are
told, 'Look, if by this time they
haven't caught him, we will implement a plan because we have no
right to keep your children from
you forever.' If you don't draw line
at some point, then your rights get
taken away, little by little," she said.
Wilcox said that for now, she is
researching the situation.
"If I feel like I have what it
takes to make a difference, then I'll
probably show up to meetings to
where citizens have a right to speak
their minds," she said.
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Joydel Trail
Annarely Rodriguez
Danny Zayas. Greek affairs assistant in the Office of Student Activities. gives
a thumbs-up after being dunked at the Deep Blue Fest, part of the 2010
homecoming activities held Nov. 11 -13.

Daphne Petereit Wlaskok, freshman biology major, poses with a check awarding
her free books until she graduates. Wlaskok won the prize from a raffle held at
the homecoming basketball game on Nov. 13.

Keren Moros
Juan Gallo
Samantha Harfenist

T-shirts by shooting ' basketballs.
Students could also take pictures
with Razor.
This year's tailgate also
included a surprise. Students and
staff formed a flash mob, which is a
group of people who participate in a
spontaneous act. They performed a
. dance for the crowd.
The day continued with the raft
race. Organizations built rafts and
raced around the Gold Circle Lake
for a chance to win $750 and six
tickets to the homecoming dance.
The rotaractlphysics club team won.
The physics club also won last year
when they competed by themselves.
"We used the same design as
last year's boat but last year's boat
was' a little deeper so we realized
that we needed to make a little more
shallow. So we did that and the boat
was very stable this.time," said Buss
Ullah, junior biology major.
Ullah said the adjustments
they made to the boat made it faster
and safer.
The first day of homecoming
ended with Flight Deck Follies.
Male students dressed as women and

participated in a beauty pageant to
win money for their organizations.
Day 2 of the homecoming
festivities featured NSU's newest
tradition, the Deep Blue Fest carnival, took place on Friday from 12
p.m. to 4 p.m. on the library quad.
The carnival featured a petting zoo,
a mini golf hole, table bowling, and a
dunk tank.
That night, at the homecoming
basketball game, the Sharks beat the
Warner University Royals 85-83.
During half -time, the homecoming court was announced.
Lisa Viglona, senior business
administration and marketing major,
won homecoming queen. Vignola
said she did not expect to win. She
said that she and another contestant
were in Alpha Phi Omega sorority so
she thought the votes would be split
between them.
"I don't have Facebook and
everyone else does. And I work
Monday, Wednesday and Friday so
I wasn't really campaigning those
days," she said. "I didn't think I was
going to win, to be honest, especially
when I walked out onto the court. I

thought I had a pretty good shot at it
but I didn't thiri.k I was going to win."
The game also featured a special
presentation. Freshman biology
major Daphne Petereit Wlaskok
was announced the winner of the
"Free Books Until You Graduate"
scholarship. She said it was her first
time ever winning a raffle and she
didn't collect her prize right away
because she wasn't sure what to do.
"I didn't believe it because I'm
never called," she said. "When I got to
the court, I asked, 'What did I win?'"
Homecoming ended with a
party. "Escape to Paradise" took
place on Route 66, a club near Ft.
Lauderdale beach, on Saturday.
More than 800 students attended.
During the party students could take
their pictures and have them framed
as a souvenir of the evening.
Anthony Campenni, Student
Government Association president
said, "This year's homecoming
was amazing and record-breaking.
We saw impressive turnouts from
students at all the events. That's what
shark spirit is all about."
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Hollvwood dims lights
lor sea turtles
Written by:
KerenMoros
The City of HollYwood voted in .
favor of an ordinance that will help
sea turtles walk away from the light.
By 2015, the city will dim
the lights along the Hollywood
Broadwalk to aid sea turtles that
walk toward the lights, said Raelin
Storey, public affairs and marketing
director fot the City of Hollywood.
However, Storey said the city
commission must vote in favor of
the ordinance twice before it passes.
Sea turtles use the moon's reflection
on the water as a guide to the ocean.
However, when they see artificial
lights they walk toward them instead
of the ocean.
"Some of them go on their own
road. Some of them end up in storm
drains," said Curtis Burney, associate
professor of oceanography. "Some
of them are rescued by people who
patrol at night. Most of them are just
never found.'"
Burney said sea turtles are an
endangered species.
Storey said that the purpose
of the ordinance is to improve the
turtles' habitat by , reducing the
impact of artificial crystal lighting.
Burney said the ordinance
was a good initiative but that its
implementation was a problem.
"Other cities in the county
have had these ordinances for some
time and we still have a problem
with hatching disorientation so
just getting something on paper
doesn't do it," he said. "There has

Graduate students moving sea turtle nests.

to be intense enforcement and it's
something that cities are not usually
willing to do."
Storey said that while the state
and the county asked all coastal
cities to address the sea turtle issue,
Hollywood is the only city in Florida

Channel 96

that has a Broadwalk, a business
district, which is adjacent to the sand:
"It's taken us a while to figure
out how to implement this protection
for the turtles in a way that still
preserves the safety of the people
who will be utilizing the business

district and balance the needs of the
turtles with the needs of this very
unique business district," she said.
Storey said the city always had
a desire to create an environment in
which sea turtles can thrive and keep
people in the business district safe.
"We're very cognizant of the
need to protect the turtles and protect
public safety so we're looking for
solutions that will balance both,"
she said.
Burney said that graduate
students in the Oceanographic
Center move sea turtle nests, but the
state reduced the number they can
remove, forcing cities to dim their
lights for the turtles.
Storey also said the city
recognizes the cost of the changes
so the ordinance gives people time
to prepare and plan for any changes
they have to make without enduring
financial hardships.
Stephen
Roberts,
junior
criminal justice major and resident
of Hollywood, said he thinks that
the ordinance is important and that
it is the only option to keep the
turtles safe.
"Although I think it might
make the beach less safe, it's also
beneficial for the environment and
the animals that live on the beach
and that's probably more important,"
he said.
Storey said that the ordinance
to dim lights along the Broadwalk
in the City of Hollywood was voted
on once and willlikeJy pass a second
vote before the end of the year.

MOVie ShOW Times: Nov. 16-29 2010
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News
Briefs
Suicide Prevention Walk
The second annual "Out of the
Darkness" suicide prevention
walk will take place on Nov.
21 at 9 a.m. To find out more,
register, or donate log on to
www.outofthedarkness.org or
call (954) 262-7482.
Study international affairs
The Office of Career Development will host an information
session on Nov. 17 at 6 p.m.
for students interested in graduate programs in the field of
international affairs. Columbia
University, John Hopkins University, Georgetown University,
Princeton University and Tufts
Universitywill present. Topics discussed will include admissions
requirements, financial aid and
careers in the field. RSVP at
www.nova.edu/careershark.
Disability awareness
discussion panel
The Office of Student Leadership and Civic Engagement
will host a panel discussion
to raise awareness about
students with disabilities. The
discussion will take place on
Nov. 18 at 12 p.m. in the Don
Taft University Center flight
deck. Students who have
a disability will talk about
their accomplishments despite their disabilities and
what changes they would like
to see in the university, state
and country.
1-195 under construction for
19 months
The 1-195 Beltline expressway
will undergo a $19.9 million
construction project from
Nov. 15 to May 2012. The
expressway extends from
Northwest 10th Avenue to
Biscayne Bay in Miami-Dade
County. To ease access
to the highway during the
construction, two lanes will
be added in each direction.
Lanes will close at night and
cause delays for people
traveling
between
Miami
Beach and Broward and
Palm Beach.
200 UCF students cheat
on midterm
Last week, 200 University of
Central Florida students got
the answers to their business
midterm in advance. The
students, who were planning
to graduate in December,
were asked to confess or they
would be expelled and would
be unable to graduate. All 600
students in the class retook
the test.
Florida man builds
flying car
Steve Saint, a Florida missionary, built a flying sports
car called ''the Maverick." It
is the first one approved by
the Federal Aviation Administration. The car glides at
40 mph by air and goes
0-60 in 3.5 seconds. It will
be available for a price of
$80,000.
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A first-generation college student
J+ntten by:
Tilly Maanle Afua
Owusuwaa
Tilly Maame Afua Owusuwaa is
a junior business administration
major. Her interests include history
and reading about different cultures
and their similarities. She enjoys
extra-curricular activities, listening
to music, singing and dancing. Her
philosophy is to keep a clean and
pure heart and to ask God for a
renewed mind every day. She plans
to become part of Ablaze, the Nova
International Student Association and
Raw Xplosure Modeling Troupe.

When I left Ghana to travel to
the United States, I had one goal and

that was to go to college. I always
pictured myself as the hard working
woman who took care of her mother,
father and younger brother. This
dream was not only mine but my
mother and father's also because they
did not go to college. My mom would
always tell me, if she could go back
to being young again she would study
24/7 without question.
Moving to America was a big
step in my life. I knew I was going
to travel abroad at some point. I just
did not know when. The process took
10 years, and when we finally got our
visas, I was a high school senior. My
younger brother and I came alone and
my mother followed a few months
later. My parents have always been
very keen on education. They tried to
give us the best resources they could

afford and that included the schools
we attended.
I did not drift from the dream
of getting an education. Right away,
I started studying at a community
college. It has not been easy adjusting
to the culture shock and everything
that came along with it. One thing
I have never forgotten is what
education means to my family and
me. There were times I had to take a
break from community college due
to problems beyond my control, yet I
managed to acquire three certificates.
I became a certified nurse's assistant
and phlebotomy technician with
CPR certification. I believe with
determination and perseverance
everything good is within reach.
Being a first -generation college
student is challenging sometimes

Tilly Maame Afua Owusuwaa is the first in her family to attend college. She is a junior business
administration major.

because I have to keep asking myself
how life after college will be. I know
it will be wonderful to have a degree,
but, then again, the fear of stepping
into corporate America frightens
me. I left my family in Michigan to
pursue an education in Florida. I did
not know anyone here in Florida. I
just prayed for a week asking God for
directions and then I moved.
After staying in a hotel for a
week, I discovered NSU. Immediately
I knew this was the school for me. In
my country, if someone is labeled as a
shark in school it means the person is
very intelligent. That was part of my

reason for wanting to be a "Shark." I
thank God for aligning me with this
great school. With the education I
am getting here, I see myself being
successful in the future. My professors
have had first-class experience in the
corporate world and, as a result, they
give us a first-class education and
tell us what to expect when we take
that step.
I am not giving up. If people
ahead of me have done it so can I. I
am looking up to my heavenly Father
to continue to carry me on His wings
of glory. Go Sharks!

Ten ways to enjoy
Thanksgiving on campus
Vfliitten by:
Alyssa Sterkel
Thanksgiving is a time for a break from
school, lots of food, and time spent with family.
But for a college student, going home for the
holiday is not always as easy as pumpkin
pie. Some students have to spend the pilgrim
holiday on campus hanging out with friends,
studying and eating on campus. Here are some
non-traditional ways 10 make the most out of
your college-style Thanksgiving:
1. Jump start your Thanksgiving holiday by
celebrating at NSU. Attend Nova International
Student Associations' Thanksgiving Dinner on
Nov. 20 in the lounge on the second floor of the
Don Taft University Center.

2. Go camping. Grab your friends, a tent,
and a cooler full of food and celebrate the
holiday with the people you love at local parks
like Toopeekeegee Yugnee Park in Hollywood
or C.B. Smith Park in Pembroke Pines.
3. Take a dinner cruise. If you want to
spend Thanksgiving dancing, climb aboard the
Biscayne Lady Yacht, which has three decks,
two dance floors, state-of-the-art audio and
visual equipment and a buffet-style feast. For
more information, visit biscaynelady.com
4. Give the gift of Thanksgiving.
Volunteer to cook or serve dinner at a soup
kitchen or shelter. Spend your time off from
school giving back to the less fortunate.
5. Make decorations. Cut out a turkey
or fall leaves with construction paper and
decorate your dorm room, dorm door, or
your neighbor's dorm room and door. Paper

and tape can go a long way in spreading holiday cheer.
6. Pack a picnic. If it's not too hot and
camping isn't your thing, take Thanksgiving
outdoors for an afternoon. Go to Markham
Park in Sunrise, or any park, and remember
how lucky you are to be in Florida.
7. Bake, bake and bake. Is your mom
the queen of pies and cookies at home? Take
a recipe from her cookbook and bake your
favorite pie, cookie or cake and share it with
friends or devour it all by yourself.
8. Have a food contest. Try something
new with a Thanksgiving leftovers game. Put
your friends into teams, use the leftovers and
try to come up with a delicious dish using only
three oth~r mystery ingredients. Don't forget
to have a judge to announce a winner.
9. Invite guests. If you know someone

who will be celebrating alone, invite them
to your dorm or apartment. Make your
Thanksgiving about friends.
10. Play games. Grab your friends and get
into pairs. Place a small mini pumpkin, or ball,
between your foreheads. The leader of the game
shouts commands like "Squat," "Jump," "Four
steps to the right," "Four steps to the left,"
etc. Whichever pair completes the commands
without the pumpkin dropping wins. You can
also have a popcorn relay race. Set bowls filled
with popcorn at one end of a room or field and
empty bowls at the opposite end. Teams must
transport the popcorn from the full bowl to the
empty bowl using a measuring cup.
With these tips, staying on campus for
Thanksgiving could be a lot of fun.

Surviving Black Friday
Written by:
Alek Culpepper
When you combine .crazed
bargain
hunters,
the
busiest
shopping day of the year, and $10
American Eagle jeans, you get death
by trampling.
If you want to skip out on the
Black Friday chaos this year, but
your little brother or girlfriend will
stop loving you if they don't get
the newest video game or perfume,
here are some tips to survive a retail stampede.
Rule # 1 - Know your Terrain.
Any army general will say that
knowing your battlefield is important
in winning a battle. A huge Best Buy
on Black Friday is no different. You
may want to go to the stores the
week before Thanksgiving to check
out what will be on sale and if they
have the items you want. Know all
the entrances ·and exits, just like an
airplane - an airplane that doesn't fly
around, doesn't serve complimentary
peanuts and doesn't have a fun slide
outside the emergency exit. When
the doors open that morning, you will
already know the layout of the store
and beat those hostile soccer moms
to the Xbox 360s.
Rule #2 - Know your Enemies
aka your fellow shoppers. If you
think the mob started getting antsy
in the store, you're wrong. The
Wal-Mart stampeders were already
angry and impatient before the doors
opened. Make sure you're aware of
the shoppers' moods. What do they
expect? What will they do? Does
that woman look like a cart smasher?
And is that little girl eyeing the latest
Barbie doll or the Littlest Pet. Shop
set you· want for your little cousin?
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FACULTY SPOTLIGHT
RALPH HOGGES

Shoppers raid a store during Black Friday.

Sales that provoke a competitive
nature, like early-bird specials
and
first-one-there-gets-thebest-bargain, can have serious
consequences. This crowd will
compete for space and the front
row in the line. No one wants to be
last and will do whatever it takes to
be first.
If it looks like you'll have to
run offense over that other guy to get
the last Betsy Wetsy doll in stock,
think again. Maybe your little niece
will settle for a Cabbage Patch Kids
doll with some soda water spilled
on it.
Rule #3 - Pick The Right
Accomplice. Got friends who are
tougher than Chuck Norris? Bring
'em! The store aisles on Black
Friday are not for the weak. You
need an enforcer who will make sure
you don't end up with a black eye.
Rule #4 -Just Say "NO" "HELL, NO." If soine shopperc
come-lately skips the line ·rilinutes
before doors open at Wal-Mart or
tries to grab that $3 coffee maker
you stood hours in line for, give
them a, "HELL, NO!" Roll your
neck for effect. Don't be a coward

- those people shop on the day
after Christmas.
Rule #5 - Don't Wipe Out.
OK, you had to get the Belsy Wetsy
Doll. Now you're in a crowd of
bargain-hungry monsters who could
turn against you at any moment.
What do you do?
First, check for the classic
danger sign - people touching you
on all four sides. If they are, it's
time to go. Move sideways out of
the crowd's focus. Time your escape
move for when the crowd sways and
the pressure around you decreases.
Keep your arms close to your body
to keep from swaying and bumping
into a woman clutching all the
Parker Brothers' games in her hands.
And, finally, edge your way out of
the crowd.
With a bit of preparation, lots
of patience and perhaps a bit of
sadomasochism, you can survive
Black Friday and get everything
on your shopping list. So go ahead
and paint on those black strips
underneath your eyes, throw on your
shoulder pads and brace yourself for
a day of competitive shopping. And
next year, try Amazon.com.
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Same-day
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Sanford L. Ziff Health Care Cent...
3200 Soum Unnrer!>ily Drive. F<>rl lauderdale·
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Ralph Hogges, Ed.D., is a professor of education at the Fischler School of Education and Human Services.

Written by:
KerenMoros
The life of Ralph Hogges, Ed.D.,
professor of education at the Fischler
School of Education and Human
Services, reads like a tale from
a storybook.
Born out of wedlock and
disowned by his father, his
grandparents raised him on a 50-acre
farm in Georgia. His work on the
farm prevented him from going to
school regularly and, as a result, he
did poorly in school and started to
hate it. He flunked first and second
grade, but his life turned around when
he fell in love with reading.
"I became a voracious reader,
and books were able to take me to
places that I never thought I could
go, and they enabled me to see and to
leam about people doing things that
I never thought I could do," he said.
"My love for reading books enabled
me to understand and appreciate
very much the courses that I was
taking. The more I read, the more
I enjoyed learning, and the more I
enjoyed learning, the more ambitious
I became."
Hogges started receiving A:s
and B'~ and won awards every school
year. At 20, Hogges graduated from
high school, the only male in his
neighborhood who hadn't dropped
out. With $50 in his pocket he went to
Tuskegee University and finished his
bachelor's and master's in four years.
Hogges received his doctorate
in higher education administration
at NSU in 1977. He said that he
enjoyed being allowed to experiment,
to innovate and to do creative things
and wanted to obtain a pOSition here
where he would be allowed to do
this. Now, he still sees this spirit of
innovation at the school.
"What has continued to be
impressive in my 20 years at NSU is
that there is a great combination of
nontraditional and traditional degree
programs," he said.
Before teaching at NSU, Hogges
taught at Florida International
University and Florida Memorial
University. At FlU, . he was the
associate dean of student affairs and
a professor of education. At FMU,
he was director of the evening and
weekend college, director of the
division of continuing education,
associate dean of the . faculty and
associate professor of education.
At NSU, he was the director of the
master's program in human services.
Hogges has done post-doctoral
studies at the University of Miami
and the Institute for Management and
Leadership in Education at Harvard

University. He is the author of eight
books ranging from fiction to poetry
to academj.c. His autobiography is
called "The Love of Books and
Academic Excellence: a Memoir."
In 2004, Hogges founded
the Institute of Public Policy and
Executive Leadership in Higher
Education, which is part of the
Fischler School. Hogges said
the institute prepares university
administrators, faculty members
and graduate students with the skills
and expertise needed to become
presidents, vice presidents and deans.
He said he created the institute to
train the younger generation to
become successful in these positions
because baby boomers' retirements
are creating a subStantial number of
vacancies in higher education
To bring real-world experience
to IPPEL students, Hogges brings
senior fellows who are current and
former presidents, vice presidents
and deans of universities to teach
the executive leadership seminars.
To teach public policy, he. brings in
renowned politicians such as a former
Florida representative Carrie P. Meek
and former Florida senator Daryl
Jones.
With his own students, Hogges
said that he shares his own experience
as an administrator, giving them
what he calls the "hardcore realities"
of what is required of a university
administrator. Hogges said he
gives them the nuts and bolts of not
only how to obtain administrative
pOSitions but also how to continue to
be successful in challenges.
"All too often, you can leam
everything that is in that textbook, but
when you encounter these challenging
responsibilities as an administrator,
that textbook will not necessarily help
you solve those problems or issues
successfully," he said.
Hogges said that young people
don't just wake up and begin to value
education. They need to be taught to
value education by their parents or
significant others and by reading.
"Falling in love with reading
books is a very important medium to
help teach them to value education,"
he said. "Valuing education enables
them to see that they need to aim high
and stay focused on their dreams."
His philosophy reads like a page
from his life story.
"It does not matter where you
came from nor what you have been,"
Hogges said. "What really matters is
where you're going and what you are
determined to be. In the pursuit, it is
important that you aim high and stay
focused. The higher you climb, the
more you can see."
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Sports

Women's soccer
season ends with
semi-final loss

ON THE BENCH
Commentary by:
Josh Streirner

Thanksgiving:
Good food,
good family,
good sports

Written by:
Josh Streitner
The· women's soccer team
ended its season on Nov. 5 with a 2-0
loss to the University of Tampa in
the semi-finals of the Sunshine State
Conference tournament.
The team also lost seven
senior players. Head Coach Michael
Goodrich said these players served
the team well, including mid-fielder
Alexis Hernandez, who Goodwich
said possibly provided the best
leadership the team ever experienced.
Other seniors graduating are:
goal keeper, Sarah Glass; defender,
Fiorella Booth; forward, Susie
Lee; forward, Kesiah Wattley; and
defender, Lauren Saigh.
The team moves into next
season with a more than a dozen
underclassmen.
Goodwich said, "They are a
very good class. They work hard and
show great leadership potential."
The season ended short of
expectations. However, the team had
good accomplishments including
winning eight consecutive games.
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Rachel Reid, junior defender sets up for a kick during the Sunshine State. Conference semi,finals on Nov.
5. The Sharks ended the season with that game; losing 2-0 to the University of Tampa.

Women's Cross Country
The women's cross country team placed second in
the Sunshine State Conference tournament on Nov.
5-6 in Melbourne, Fla.

Men's Swimming and Diving
The men's swimming and diving team continues
to dominate after defeating Rollins College 129-66
on Nov. 6. The team now holds a 3-1 record.

Women's Soccer
The women's soccer team lost 0-2 against the
University ofTampa on Nov. 5. The loss ended the
Sharks' chances of participating in the
NCAA tournament.

Men's Cross Country
The Sharks finished third with 87 points in the
Sunshine State Conference Championship held
Nov. 5-6 in Melbourne, Fla.

Thanksgiving is the holiday where· we give thanks for
all the things that we are grateful
for, like living in a free country,
having clean clothes, food and
good sports.
Watching the
Macy's
Thanksgiving Day Parade,
being with family, as crazy as
they can be sometimes, smelling
the aroma of the turkey with
all the special seasonings, and
watching football and/or hockey
is the standard in most American
households
on
Thanksgiving Day.
Thanksgiving Day football
traces back to the 1920 game
where the Canton Bulldogs lost
to the Akron Pros, 7-0.
That game showed Americans the potential of this violent,
yet beloved sport, which would
change the way Americans
viewed sports.
There are traditionally two
games played on Thanksgiving

Day. However, in 2006, the NFL
decided to add a third, featuring
two teams battling for a playoff position.
This year, the New England
Patriots and the Detroit Lions will
square off, the struggling Dallas
Cowboys will host defending
Super Bowl champions the
New Orleans Saints, and the
Cincinnati Bengals will play the
New York Jets.
However, Thanksgiving is
not all about football. Hockey,
the long lost sport in American
culture, is also played.
This year, the NHL will
showcase a great pair of games
featuring the Ottawa Senators
and the Los Angeles Kings will
host the Vancouver Canucks.
So, this Thanksgiving,
when you think of all that
you're thankful for remember
how lucky you are to have
good sports.
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Students fly like
Harry Potter
it an athletic sport. It also benefits
students who have a unique interest.
"It allows those students to
participate in something," said
Firestone. "Harry Potter has made
The fictional game of Quidditch
from 1.K. Rowling's Harry Potter
lifelong readers out of these kids
series has come to life in the "muggle
and having a Quidditch team is an
world" as students re-create the game
opportunity for them to get involved
on college campuses.
with something they read about. Now
that IQA has put together a rulebook
The International Quidditch
Association has adapted the wizardthat makes muggles play the game, it
flying-on-broomsticks game to fit the
opens doors for people."
NSU does not have a
human life style. Players run around
Quidditch team, but if students
with a broomstick between their
legs, while trying to either score a
wanted one it would be as easy as
goal or knock opponent players out
saying "Wingardium Levioso," a
of the game. Offensive players run
spell that levitates objects. Sean
around on their broomsticks and
Pepin, assistant director of student
activities, said students have to fill
try to throw the quaffle, or deflated
volleyball, into three basketballout the required paperwork, have at
hooplike spheres. The defensive
least six interested students, have an
advisor, fill out a packet, and return it
players, or "beaters" in Harry Potter
lingo, throw partially-deflated dodge
in to the Office of Student Activities.
balls to knock the offensive players
Mike Prociuk, assistant director
out of the game for a few moments.
for intramural sports, said the
Muggle Quidditch began in
club's membership would depend
2005 as an intramural league and
on how many Harry Potter fans are
expanded to more than 400 colleges
on campus.
"If there aren't many fans, then
and 300 high schools, including
people won't be into it. If there are a
Florida schools like, the University of
lot of fans, those would be the people
Central Florida, Florida International
you want to recruit," he said.
University, Florida State University,
Cardinal Gibbons High School and .
Marissa Ramio, senior biology
major, said "I think it's weird
Western High School.
because you're supposed to be
Mitch Firestone, advisor for
flying. You can't be on the ground
Western High School's Harry Potter
doing that. They just need to keep it
club and Quidditch team, said
in the movies. It's a made up game."
the sport is not for a couch potato
because it involves aspects of soccer,
Graduate counseling student
Alex-ander Cheezam, said, "I find
rugby and dodge-ball - making

I

I

Written by:
Alys sa Sterkel

COURTESY OF FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITYfTHE BEACON NEWSPAPER

Students at Florida International University playa game of Quidditch, a real· life version of the game featured in JK Rawling's Harry Potter Series.

the idea of people running around
with a · broomstick between ·their
legs humorous."
Muggle Quidditch is also
part tag. In the books,two players,
of seekers, from each team try to
catch the "golden snitch," which is a ·
small, gold-colored ball with wings.
The seekers fly around and when

one player catches it, their team is
awarded 150 points and the game
ends. IQA has adapted the flying
gold-colored ball to be a person,
dressed in yellow or gold who runs
around. ~e seekers try to grab the
tennis ball that hangs from a sock on
the Snitch's body, earning the points
and concluding the game.

Steven Thomas, freshman
bio-Iogy major, said, "It seems like
one of the Harry Potter crazes of
the moment that will catch fire. I
think it's a joke because it's based
off fiction. They're walking around
with broomsticks."
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"Due Date" is
lunny and latty
Written ~Y:
Annarely Rodriguez

"Dad .. . You were like a father
to me."
That line from "Due Date" tells
you almost everything you need to
know about it. The movie explores
the role of a father and it's hilarious.
"Due Date" follows Peter
(Robert Downey Jr.) as he travels
from Atlanta to Los Angeles to
witness the birth of his firstborn.
HoweveI;, when he arrives at the
airport he meets Ethan (Zach
Galifianakis), who may be a lucky
Robert Downey Jr and Zach Galifianakis play Peter and Ethan in the movie "Due Date," a comedy about a
man but brings only bad luck to those
Downey Jr characler's road to fatherhood.
around him - especially, Peter.
The two get kicked off the
are just as funny when you see them
might repeat that mistake, but this
plane after a misunderstanding and
in the movie. There are also several
was never mentioned ..
are placed on a "no fly" list. But
serious moments but they are always
That was not the only part that
Peter's stuff, including his ID and
followed or interrupted by somecould have been cut from the movie.
Clockwise from ·the left: Beach House, The Swell Season, Bombay Bicycle Club, Beirut and Mumford
all his money, is still on the alreadything hilarious.
Toward the end, we find out that
& Sons. These are some of the bands and artists whose albums everyone should be ·Iistening to right now.
departed plane. So, he is forced
While I love Downey's and
Ethan had Peter's wallet the entire
to drive across the country with
Galifianakis's work, this movie
time. Don't worry; this shouldn't
Written by:
and singer, Marketa Irglova. In
Ethan, whom he has already begun
spoil anything for you because it
was not the best for either of them.
2007,
the
independent
film,
"Once,"
It
was
to
despise.
It
wasn't
their
fault,
though.
was
unnecessary.
Juan Gallo
introduced the duo to the world.
the story's.
As the two men travel and get
But I think it affects the
Their debut album is sentimental,
into shenanigans, they become more
As I said before, the role of a
audience's view of Ethan, who has
If you're still listening to Ace
heart-breaking, and, I'll be honest,
tolerant of one another. The funniest
father is explored through the film.
shown he is more than an annoying,
of Base, Steve Winwood, or Shania
moments come when their opposite
somewhat depressing. That's bePeter, who is an expectant first -time
oblivious, silly character but is
Twain, then your music library needs
personalities provide the perfect
cause their music is real and cuts
father, speaks of how his father
instead a person with a heart who
a drastic renovation. It's 2010. It's
build-up for clash.
past the fluff and glitter of celebrity
abandoned him when. he was. little. . cares· about Peter. He has · shown
that he can be a true friend. So,
Peter's
uptightness,
anger
time to get with the times. Despite a
to express real, true human emotion.
Ethan, on the other hand, deals
issues, and self-centeredness contrast
lot of the garbage bombarding radio
The Swell Season makes beautiful
with the death of his awesome dad
why would the movie tell us he has
airwaves, there is good music out
music that only the most sensitive . Ethan's obliviousness, naIvete, and
throughout the movie. But none of Peter's wallet? Why ruin that view of
lightheartedness to the point where
there. Here, in no particular order,
a character who grew on us?
ears and hearts will be. able to
these elements are ever explored in
truly appreciate.
This movie has
good and
you ask yourself whether these
is a little list of five artists whose
depth.
bad parts. Thankfully, the good
two people could have survived 15
albums should be downloaded to
I realize this was a comedy, but
minutes together if they hadn't been
#4 Beirut
your iPod immediately.
outweighs the bad making it a good
it makes me wonder why the fact that
Peter's dad walked out on him was
More orchestra than· band,
forced to.
movie to watch with your buddies on
Most of the funny moments . brought up at all. It may have been
"Funny Movie Night."
#1 Mumford & Sons
Beirut is an explosion of instruments
that are coordinated perfectly by · were shown ·in the trailer, but they
to show that Peter is afraid that he
Don't let the folk rock label fool
lead-singer and leader, Zach Condon,
.,- you. Mumford & Sons can rock with
a native of Santa Fe, N.M. The
the best of them. One listen to the
rhythms of the world, particularly
song, "The Cave," off of their debut
Friday 11.19
album, "Sigh No More," and you· of Eastern Europe, heavily influence
1st Annual Pre-Thanksgiving Comedy Show
will see that this isn't some band who
Condon's music. This fusion of
CaLeb Auditorium in Miami 7 p.m.
sounds, influences, and instruments
got lucky and fell into a record deal.
These boys can play. This multimakes Beirut sound like a crazy
Siempre Flamenco presents: Hip Hop
Tuesday 11.16
talented quartet combines literatureexperiment that you would never
Flamenco-Beats and Compas Byron CarLyLe
inspired lyrics with pounding energy
think could work, but actually works
Theater in Miami Beach 8 p.m.
that keeps you coming back for
perfectly. This is best exemplified
Ballroom. Reinvented*
CuLture Room in Ft. LauderdaLe
in the band's second album, "The
more. The creative instrumental
Broward Center for the
7:30 p.m.*
Performing .
Flying Club Cup."
arrangements on their songs, which
Arts Au Renu Theatre
include horns, mandolin, accordion,
Chayanne- No Hay Imposibles Tour Hard
in Ft. Lauderdale
#5 Beach House
and string bass, pushes Mumford
Rock Live in Hollywood 8 p.m.
(Nov. 16-28) Times vary.
& Sons past genres and labels, and
This band surprised me. I had
Tickled Pink: A night of comedy War
never heard of them. Then I got to see
simply makes them one of the best
Say
Anything
&
Motion
.
MemoriaL Auditorium in Ft. LauderdaLe 8 p
them live and it was pretty much love
new bands.

~

ov. 16- Nov. 22

BURN

FLooR

~

#2 Bombay Bicycle Club
Let me apologize ahead of time
because you will not be able to get
the song "Always Like This" out of
your head for weeks. If this song was
food, it would be delicious. Someone
turned me onto the London-based
indie rock band, Bombay Bicycle
Club, and it didn't take long for me
to repeatedly play their music in my
car. Their music is incredibly catchy
and contagious, and the album, "I
Had The Blues But I Shook Them
Loose" will help you do just that.
#3 The Swell Season
The Swell Season is the corning
together of Irish folk-rock musician,
Glen Hansard, and Czech pianist

at first sight, or listen. Beach House is
a rock duo that hails from Maryland
and consists of lead-singer, Victoria
Legrand, and guitarist, Alex Scally.
I discovered this band just in time
because the band is quickly climbing
in popularity, with the release of their
latest effort, "Teen Dream," which
includes the powerful song, "Zebra."

City Soundtrack*

Now there's no excuse for
that Savage Garden album you still
keep in your car. Come out of your
cave. Y2K has passed and we made
it through OK. You can now join us
in 2010. No, we don't have flying
cars or shiny space suits, but there is
powerful, new music to listen to.

8 p.m.

Saturday 11.20

RevoLution Live in Ft.

CaLeb Auditorium
in Miami 7 p.m..

LauderdaLe 5:30 p.m.

Wednesday 11.17 .
Better than Ezra* RevoLution Live in Ft.
LauderdaLe 7:30 p.m.

Thursday 11.18
Iron & Wine* The Fillmore in Miami Beach

AME DAYS

Sunday 11.21

\~ &J>.J
,~
.#"

WWE Survivor Series
AmericanAirLines Arena in Miami

_ 7:45 p.m.

Diana Ross*
Hard Rock Live in Hollywood 7 p.m.

'Call into shows on RadioX every day to win free tickets to these events. For more
information, contact RadioX at (954)-262-8457.

Wednesday 11.17 Miami Heat vs. Phoenix Suns AmericanAirlines Arena in Miami 7 p.m.
Thursday 11.18 Miami Dolphins vs. Chicago Bears Sun Life Stadium in Miami 8:20 p.m.
Friday lL19 Miami Heat VS. Charlotte Bobcats AmericanAirlines Arena in Miami 7:30 p.m.
Monday 11.22 Miami Heat vs. Indiana Pacers AmericanAirlines Arena in Miami 7:30 p.m.
Florida Panthers vs. Pittsburgh Penguins Banl<Atlantic Center in Sunrise 7:30 p.m.
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"Megamind" means megafun
Written by:
KerenMoros

Tumblr.com

Written by:
Alyssa Sterkel
Remember when Xanga and
Livejournal were the blogger's
dream? Then MySpace and Facebook took over the World Wide Web
and blogging became a thing of the
past - until now.
Thmblr is the millennial way to
blog. Bloggers can post text, photos,
quotes, links, audio, video or a chat.
All bloggers have to do is enter
their email addresses, password and
desired domain name to start sharing
their thoughts, feelings and deepest,
darkest secrets with future followers.
During the setup, Tumblr
asks subscribers who they want to
follow. Categories spring up from
art and comedians to science and
weird. Click on a category and start
following a blogger of interest. You
may see the next tattoo you want,
watch a couch unfold into a bunk
bed, or read your next favorite poem.
Thmblr has it all.
Even if your friends don't have

Tumblr, you can blog something and
send it to Twitter or Facebook with
the click of a button so they can see
it. Under the "Goodies" section, you
can share things you find on the web
instantly with your followers by
bookmarking Tumblr and clicking
the "Share" button on Thmblr tool
bar. Got an iPhone, Android or
BlackBerry? There's an app for that.
The best part about Tumblr is
it's all about you. You create your
own domain name. You write your
own blog title and description. You
pick your own Tumblr's theme.
You follow whoever you choose.
You post whatever you want from
pictures and links to re-blogs.
You send your posts to Twitter or
Facebook. And you change your
theme, blog title and domain name
as frequently as you desire. You can
be as self-centered as you want and
no one will call you Kanye West. .
So go ahead. Thmblr away
and become the blogger you always
wanted to be . .

Moviegoers tend to go for the
classic good-over-evil when it comes
to superhero films. That's how we
like it. The hero saves the world. The
bad guy gets punished. We go home
happy. But "Megamind" changes
all that.
Will Ferrell plays the title
character, an alien who becomes
evil because he thinks it's the only
thing he's good at. Brad Pitt plays
the nemesis Metroman, the classic
all-around good guy superhero with
a rock star attitude. But despite those
predictabilities, this movie is more
than the story of Megamind's attempt '
to destroy the city and Metroman's
quest to save the day and get the girl.
The difference is the emotional
focus. Megarnind narrates the story,
so he's the one the audience connects
with. Even while he admits that he
is evil, you can't help feeling sorry
for him. And when he loses his evil
purpose, propelling the film's plot,
we're more than happy to go with
his plan to find himself.
The actors blended so well
with their characters that they didn't
seem like they were the mere voices
of Will Ferrell, Tina Fey, Jonah Hill
or Brad Pitt behind microphones.
Ferrell's proud yet insecure tone
for Megarnind and Pitt's macho
superhero intonation for Metroman
were nothing short of excellent. Hill's
pathetic and slightly-psychotic tone
for his character worked when his
character was normal, creepy, angry
or insane.
Action is a' must in any good
superhero movie and "Megamind"
had plenty of it. Explosions and
crashing buildings came along with
the battle scenes. Megamind took his
presentation as a villain seriously,
giving the audience an eye-full of

Megamind is the title character voiced by comedian Will Ferrell.

rich and vibrant effects. And, of
course, the animation was stunning.
While the characters still looked
like "cartoons" their movements and
expressions were human.
The best thing about "Megamind" was its Superman-in-reverse
plot. It turned and looped until it
had nothing else to do but turn
Megamind into the character you
knew you were going to love in the
first place. Perhaps the best part was
that there were no emotional plot
holes. The film never gave way to
sappy sentimentality or unneeded
emotional close ups. Every emotion
had a purpose within the story and the
characters' motivations and wants were
so well-developed that empathizing
with them (or strongly disliking them)
came naturally. I didn't have to guess
what was going on.

The only thing that disappointed
me was that it wasn't as funny as I
hoped it would be. There were some
good moments such as Metroman
and Megamind's witty banter in
the middle of a fight and the way
Megamind mispronounces words
and is overly dramatic. But I left the
theater feeling it could have been
even funnier.
However, dust off your action
figures and get ready to fall in love
with superheroes again because
"Megamind" will meet even your
strictest superhero movie standards.
Don't wait until it comes out on
DVD to enjoy it. Splurge on the 3-D
glasses and maybe an IMAX screen
because this film is mega amazing.

•

"Daoce Works" . •• 10 progress
NSU Dance Ensemble showcases talent
Written by:
KerenMoros
Art tells a story, and the NSU
Dance Ensemble told six of them
at "Dance Works" on Nov. 5 at the
Performance Theatre in the Don Taft
University Center.
All the performances were
works in progress. One dance was
an excerpt of "Faces of a Cocoa
God," choreographed by Chetachi
Egwu, Ph.D., assistant professor of
communication studies. The piece
featured a video with religious
and political imagery and spoken
word. The dance ended with one
dancer bringing out a flag and others
following her. Egwu described the
dance as an Afro-modem piece,
which shows how black people
connect with religion, politics
and spirituality.
The dance "Ripple Effect" was
also accompanied by a video of
water in a stream. At the beginning
of the dance, the dancers were far
apart. After they met at the center

of the stage, they moved against
each other, responding to each
other's movements.
Daniela Wancier, adjunct dance
instructor who choreographed the
piece, said that dance explores the
idea of cause and effect relationships
in movement and between people.
"In congruence with the title,
it has a fluidity that travels through
space and sudden movement and
quickness. It's about riding the
momentum of gravity and the
elements of resistance in facing that
ripple," Wancier said.
Other pieces included "I Stood
Here Yesterday," "Dreamscapes,"
and "Finding the Light," which won
a division of performing and visual
arts 2009-2010 Black Box Award for
outstanding choreography.
"Playful Harmony" was a
structured
improvisation
piece
developed by Amy Peters, junior
dance major, anq Nova LishonSavarino, senior dance major, in
their dance improvisation class. The
dancers used robot-like and running

movements to show the characters'
differences. Lishon-Savarino was
dressed whimsically and colorfully
while Peters' character was more
serious and wore black and white.
However, both wore identical leg
warmers on their arms, which
Lishon-Savarino said was important
to the meaning of the piece.
"Every time we toss a
movement or are telling something,
we connect our arms," LishonSavarino said. "I need her to
complete me. I'm the colorful one,
but I need the conservative, black
and white as well, to make one, to
make a harmony."
Lishon-Savarino and Peters
also used spoken word during the
performance telling each other to
fall, die, run, cry and hold hands.
Peters said the spoken word was
part of the dance's combination of
two structures.
"The first part was tossing
quality of movement to each other.
First, I did something robotic and
then I tossed it to her. She changed

COURTESY

Sharifa Denis, Rayna Orsini, Denise Perez,
Sabrina Talamo, Rachel Belmont, Erika Del
Pozo perform "Ripple Effect," which was a part
of a Showcase called Dance Works held on
Nov.5 in the Performance Theatre in the Don Taft
University Center.

it to flowy, and she tossed it to me
so it was playful in that way," Peters
said. "And then the second part, we
played with words, telling each to
fall, to cry, to die, and we reacted on
that and we reacted to each other at
the same time."
After the concert, the dancers
and the choreographers took
questions from the audience about
the choreography and the meaning
of the pieces.
Nathalie
Rengel,
senior

business administration and dance
major, could not perform her
scheduled solo "Job Application"
because she sprained her ankle
during a rehearsal.
"We ran the show twice and on
the second time, while finishing the
last piece, I was supposed to put one
of the dancers on the floor. I really
don't know what happened. She fell
on top of my foot causing my ankle
to be injured," Rengel said.
Rengel also said she was
looking forward to dancing to her
full ability during the more elaborate
dance concert in March.
"At the beginning, it was hard
and I was sad because I have been
practicing for almost three months
for the show. But everything happens
for a reason," she said.
Despite the problems during
rehearsal, Sharifa Den, sophomore
criminal justice major, said she
enjoyed performing in the concert.
"I feel like it went really well.
All the time and energy we spent on
it definitely paid off," she said.
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Miniskirts
don't equal
mini-whores

November 16, 2010 I nsucurrent.nova.edu

Obama doesn't own
the dictionary
Written by:
Annarely Rodriguez

Written by:
SaJnantha Harfemst

Last month, conservative mayor of the
Italian town Castellammare di Stabia, Luigi
Bobbio, passed a law that made miniskirts and
other "provocative outfits" illegal. And no, he
didn't go into detail about the latter. For all I
know, my shirt that proclaims, "talk nerdy to
me" could get me fined.
He also didn't explain the definition of
miniskirt. Is it a few inches above the Catholic
school girl skirt or hooker length? Having
worn skirts in a private school I can attest that
it can be subjective - to a point.
Included in the ban was the bizarre outlaw
of sunbathing in town and blasphemy and foul
language in general. No sunbathing in town?
From what I hear, wearing a bathing suit in the
mountains isn't very comfortable. And the last
one, I don't know about you, but I would be in
jail everyday for that one.
Law-breakers are fined 500 Euros ($700).

That's a pretty steep penalty for playing
outside, sunbathing or wearing a miniskirt
when you go out to a club or curse. This is
going to do wonders for their tourism. Can't
imagine why the rest of the country hasn't
hopped on-board with this sexist, wacky
tourism-busting trend? .
Don't get me wrong. I've seen miniskirts so short that I hope those women waxed.
My gender can go overboard sometimes. But
the feminist in me can't help but get riled
up by someone telling me what I can't wear.
Classifying all women who wear these types
of skirts as "indecent" is offensive.
So, don't tell me what I can't wear, Mr.
Mayor, and I won't tell your wife that you' re
cheating on her with a $1,000 a night hooker.
Oh, wait. Did I just make a generalization
about a group?
How does it feel, Mayor Bobbio?

It seems that a lot of people relate certain
words with the president -like "change."
During the senatorial debate at NSU, the
candidates were asked about their stance on
health care. Democrat, Kendrick Meek,was
accused of having the same stance as the
president. Charlie Crist, an independent, said,
and I'm paraphrasing, that Meek supported
ObamaCare. Meek responded that it wasn't
ObamaCare. It was health care.
I was watching this from the press room,
so I had to suppress my excitement at this
statement. I wasn't cheering for the health care
bill. I was cheering for the technical correction.
Although, I didn't agree on much of
what Meek said during his campaign, what he
said made me exclaim, "Yes, someone finally
said it."
The term ObamaCare, as you may
have inferred, is a "nickname" for President
Obama's health care bill. However, the bill
was not proposed to congress as ObamaCare.
Its name is the Affordable Care Act.
There was another instance during this
election period that infuriated me. This one
happened during the November debate, also

held at NSU. Rick Scott, repUblican, accused
Alex Sink, democrat, of using ObamaMath
to create the funds for her projects if she was
elected as Florida's governor.
ObamaMath? What is that? Stop calling
things what they aren't.
It's not just the candidates, though.
Many people are using these terms that
appear to mean nothing. From ObamaCare
to ObamaMath, people are attributing these
terms to the president as if he was in charge of
creating health care and math - just like some
think he's responsible for anything related to
the word "change."
This is not the first time a president's
name has been associated with his plan to
reform an aspect of the U.S. In the 1980s,
Reaganomics was coined. I'm sure you
have heard of that term before, maybe in an
economics or American history class, but
do you remember what that term refers to? I
doubt it.
What bothers me about these words is that
they are meaningless. People won't remember
what ObamaCare meant 30 years from, just
like people don't know what Reaganomics is.

Mediation County Certification Training
Dec. 3-5, 2010 at NSU (Ft. Laud.)
ACT.NOW: $445, Regularly $595
Become a Florida Supreme Court Certified County Mediator. Take our 3-Day
Professional Program (Requires HS diploma or GED & be of 21 years of age)
Act Now! (special rate applies before Nov. 25) OR 5 people group rate $400 each.
Perfect for students across fields-Law, Business, Mental Health, Education... etc.

ALSO: Family Mediation Certification Training Jan. 28-30 & Feb. 5-6
ACT NOW: $875, Regularly $995.
U.S. News and World Report listed "MEDIATOR" as among the
"Best Careers" for the last 3 years in a row!!
Proudly display your Florida Supreme Court Certificate and add to your vita!
Receive continuing credit for professional development!
Start an exciting career as a mediator! Learn how to effectively mediate conflict!

Opinions

November 16, 2010 I nsucurrent.nova.edu

11

When dating rules get tricky,
decide with your heart
Written by:
Alyssa Sterkel
I've been dating my boyfriend,
Adrian, for almost a year. I agree
with my friends when they say we're
perfect for each other. I can't imagine
being with anyone else. Although,
before we became "Adrian and
Alyssa," our relationship wasn't so
fairytale perfect.
I met Adrian last September. It
was love at first sight for both of us.
I had butterflies in my stomach and
I could tell he felt the connection,
too. But one minor detail. He had
a girlfriend that he was about to
celebrate his two-year anniversarywith.
You can piece the puzzle
together: Adrian broke up with his
girlfriend and we officially become
an "us" a few months later. I can
imagine the word home-wrecker is
going through some minds. But since
when is there a protocol for this?
Sometimes you can't fight fate,
as wrong as that idea may seem.

Adrian was in a failing relationship.
. When I came into his life, he saw
what a genuine relationship could
be. In his defense, and much to my
dismay, he tried ignoring his feelings
and working it out with his girlfriend.
But in the end, we listened to our
hearts, which is what I'm telling you
to do.
Don't be stupid. If you're in
a relationship, then don't makeout with that new certain someone .
the second you meet him because
he "could be the one." If you're in
a failing relationship, listen to your
heart, and get out. Don't stay with
someone because you think it can't
get any worse. Listen to your heart if
A couple share a loving moment by the waterside.
you like that taken guy or girl. Don't
tell them "I love you" after two days,
this-is-the-person-I-want-to-marrybut if you feel that connection, you
have to go. for it.
feeling . They may turn out to be your
future spouse.
There is someone out there for
I am telling you there is no
you who will make your reality better
relationships 101 handbook.
than your dreams. Don't ignore that

It was worth it for me not to
move on. It was worth it for me to
stay and fight for Adrian. It was
worth it for me to like a boy who was
taken. Only you can decide if it's

worth it for you.
Love is tricky. There are no
rules. There is only your heart and
your head. I say choose your heart.

On the Scene
As told to:
Giuliana Scagliotti
In October, an Associated Press poll reported that 44 percent of college students approve of President Barack Obarna's on -the-job performance.
This is a 16 percent drop from a poll taken in May 2009. We asked NSU students:

Why do you think President Obama has lost .p opularity
among college students?
"I think that Obama is losing his popularity because he
made promises like other presidents do. He tries to do
them but the obstacles are bigger. I think he's trying
. his best. He came into presidency in the middle of war,
an economic crisis and more. There were too many
problems. Any president that came into office would
. have lost popularity because of all the problems."
Liliana Lopez, executive assistant to Alvin
Sherman Library president

"A lot of college students' concerns are overlooked
by the Obama administration. We're getting the
'beat around the bush' type of response."
Martin Herrera, senior biology major

"Even if students voted him into office, now, I don't
think he has the same support. People don't see
much change. Change is progressive. I don't think
it's personal against him, just what he inherited."
Martavis Clarke, second-year law student

."I think people are becoming desensitized to
Obama's promises. But I believe that he came into
office when the recession was starting to worsen,
which made his ideas less feasible."
Adriana Gutierrez, graduate mental health
counseling major

"I think that when he ran, he kept promising
change. People were under the false assumption
that change was going to come very quickly.
But change comes through progression and
progression takes time. Especially considering
how everything was beforehand."
Jessica Aldeguer, second-year law student

"He started off with too many promises. It would
have been better if he made fewer promises and
done extra ones on the side, like a bonus."
Adriano Duran, senior biology major
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